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MARK HANCOCK - COVID HURTS 

THOSE ALREADY HURTING THE 

MOST 

CUPE National President Mark Hancock 

spoke to delegates saying the pandemic 

has exposed problems in Canada. But it's 

also making clear the value of front-line 

responders. 

www.alberta.cupe.ca 

"First responders and health care workers 

saving lives, education and childcare 

workers finding new ways to support 

children, and municipal workers keeping 

communities clean and safe, you kept 

communities strong during the most try­

ing days of our lives." 

"And when this is over, we're going to 

make sure nobody forgets it." 

Hancock said COVID-19 has exposed and 

worsened problems and inequalities in 

Canada. 

"It has rocked our overworked and under­

funded health care system. It left millions 

of people out of work," said Hancock. "It's 

in times like these that we need our union 

and our movement more than ever." 

Hancock took aim at Alberta Premier 

Jason Kenney for using the pandemic as 

cover for an agenda of punishing workers 

and cutting health care. 

"Rather than supporting health care work­

ers, Jason Kenney has picked a fight with 

Alberta doctors. And he barely lifted a 

finger to help workers fighting back out­

breaks in long-term care." 

"The pandemic hasn't stopped Jason 

Kenney's assault on workers' and public 

services. But it sure as hell isn't going to 

stop us from fighting back either!" 
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"PRESIDENT TIMING" 

FIGHTS BACK AGAINST 

ANTI-WORKER GOVERNMENT 

CUPE Alberta President Rory Gill laughs about the 

fact his son calls him, "President Timing." 

Gill took office only a few weeks before Jason 

Kenney was elected. Shortly after, the new Premier 

started a campaign of cutbacks and fights with 

working people. 

"For four years, Marie Roberts got to report prog­

ress union members were making," said Gill. "That is 

not my fate. Marie got out before things got ... 

interesting." 

Gill said the threat posed by Jason Kenney is far 

worse than anything faced by CUPE in the past. 

"Never before have we had a government so com­

mitted to breaking unions and benefiting the rich. 

Jason Kenney and the UCP are a threat to working 

people, to health care, to education and to a civi­

lized society. If we do not slow down his agenda 

and defeat him, Alberta will never be the same." 

Gill explained how Kenney lied to get elected. The 

Alberta UCP leader promised lower taxes, less debt, 

more jobs, and no cuts to services. 

"On every issue, he's delivered the exact opposite." 

According to Gill, Jason Kenney promised his corpo­

rate tax cut would create 50,000 new jobs. Instead, 

Alberta lost 50,000 jobs before the pandemic and 

over 200,000 more since. 
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Gill called Bill 32 an attempt to "tie us up in paper­

work, fine us and even jail us if we speak our minds." 

"No ideological, right wing-troll government is 

going to stop CUPE." 

Gill outlined the work done to fight Bill 32 and the 

Kenney government. And he called on activists to 

do even more. 

"The challenges in the coming year are not small. 

They feel daunting. But no one has to face them 

alone. We are 40,000 strong in Alberta. We are 

700,000 strong in Canada." 

"I ask of you what I commit of myself - do what you 

can. Do your part. Take care of our fellow members. 

Don't take any abuse from our government. 

Together, we will face our challenges. Together, we 

will win." 




